
 

   

TO:    Ken Paris, Mayor and Delran Town Council Members 

FROM:   Delran Green Team  

SUBJECT:   Green Team Annual Report - January 1- December 31, 2020 

Sustainable Jersey is a certification program for municipalities in New Jersey.  The actions are 
designed to assist the community in implementing measures to save money, encourage residents 
to participate in government, and generally make this town a better place to live. Delran 
Township joined in 2013 and we have been approved for certification at the Bronze level three 
times. The most recent recertification was in November 2019.  Delran Township’s certification 
with Sustainable Jersey is good for three years.   

The Green Team has been meeting the second Wednesday of every month since February 2014.  
Meetings start at 7pm at the Delran Township Municipal Building.  Meetings are open to the 
public.  COVID-19 restrictions impacted how we operated.  Starting in April we held our 
meetings online. During the summer we met in-person outside.  We were able to conduct a few 
socially distant activities including Tree Seedling Giveaway in May, Composting Workshop in 
July, and Project Halloween in October.  Other activities were canceled including a park 
beautification project with Troy Singleton, a movie series at the Burlington County Library, 
several activities with the Delran Schools and our Sustainability on Tap summer series.  We 
continue to maintain active involvement with Delran Township Schools which has going virtual 
with the school closures.  We continue to maintain a presence on Facebook and a website 
www.SustainableDelran.org in an effect to reach Delran residents. We’ve been very fortunate to 
have several committed residents help out throughout the year. These include Karen Nowicki,  
Rob Wachter and Emily Klein.  

We implemented a tracking system to keep track of volunteer hours.  This is necessary to show 
hours for our Community Forestry Management Plan and other grants.  Our members 
contributed over 275 hours to our community in 2020.  

Current Membership  

 Name       Term Expire 

*Katherine Malgieri     12/31/2020   
*Kara Bottino      12/31/2021 
*William Curzie      12/31/2022 
Susan Huesken      12/31/2020 

http://www.SustainableDelran.org


Debra Hammond     12/31/2020 
George Zitzler      12/31/2021 
Albert Carp      12/31/2021 
Candy Cure       12/31/2022 
Bob Wagner       12/31/2022 

Robert Wagner is resigning his position on the Green Team.   

Here’s what the Green Team accomplished in 2020. 

Community Forestry Management Plan - New Jersey Urban and Community Forestry 
program approved the plan submitted by Delran Township in May 2018.  We provided our 
second annual report in February 2020.  We presented Council with our plans for 2020.  We also 
recommended changes to the existing Tree Protection Ordinance.  Unfortunately, soon after this 
discussion, COVID hit and no further action was taken.  We plan to bring these 
recommendations back to Council when we present our 2020 Annual Community Forestry 
Report.   

‣Training - Delran has four CORE trained representatives - Bryan Mullens and Micheal Cramer, 
municipal employees and Al Carp and Bill Curzie, Green Team volunteers.   This year, Al Carp 
and Deb Hammond, Green Team members and Michael Cramer have completed a combined 
21.5 CEU’s.   
‣ Tree Inventories - We have completed inventories for Conrow Park Playground, Conrow 

Park, Peter Vermes Soccer Field, Don Deutsch Field, Brown Street, Notre Dame, Ohio State 
and Princeton Park. We will need to update these inventories as significant tree loss has 
occurred at our parks.  Additionally, we will use the existing inventories to identify where we 
need to plant trees.  

‣ Education and Outreach -  The Delran Green Team provided over 22 hours of outreach to 
students, scout groups, residents and senior citizens about trees, spotted lantern fly and the 
emerald ash borer.  Here are two very successful outreach programs conducted this year. 

- Seedling Giveaway - The Delran Green Team received 500 seedlings from the New Jersey 
Tree Recovery Campaign to give away on May 28 at Conrow Park. We asked residents to 
register via a google form to minimize contact.  If they had registered, they could pop their 
trunk and we placed seedlings and info in their car. Approximately 60 residents showed up 
to get seedlings. In addition to the seedlings, Green Team members Kara Bottino, Al Carp, 
Bill Curzie, Robert Wagner, Sue Hueskin, George Zitler, Deb Hammond, and Kat Malgeri, 
along with Rob Wachter, Karen Nowaki, Ted Hueskin Samantha Malgeri and Samantha 
Nowaki provided residents instructions on how to plant their new tree seedlings. Some of 
the left over seedlings were donated to Step by Step PreSchool graduation.   

‣ Arbor Day - On April 24, Mike Carroll and Mike Cramer from Public Works along with 
Green Team members Al Carp, Bill Curzie, Robert Wagner and Kara Bottino dug the holes for 
the new trees at Notre Dame Park and Brown Street Park.   



‣ Tree City USA -  We were notified in May 2019 that our application was rejected because our 
existing tree protection ordinance does not assign responsibility to any person or office. We 
discussed potential amendments to our tree protection ordinances in February 2020.  
Unfortunately we have not pursued this with the Mayor and Council but plan to reactivate 
when we present our 2020 Community Forestry Annual Report.   

‣ Tree Plantings - The Delran Green Team planted two trees at Notre Dame and one new tree at 
Brown Street for Arbor Day.  Al Carp planted seedlings in containers in the spring.  Al Carp, 
Deb Hammond and Kat Malgeri planted seedlings at Vermes Soccer Field and Don Deutsch 
Soccer Field on October 26.  Flags were installed to mark locations for Public Works.   

Community Wide Clean up - The clean-up planned with Delran Schools was cancelled.    
  
STEM Fair - Delran School District hosts an annual event intended to showcase Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Math that is open to all residents.  Unfortunately, this was canceled. 

Sustainability On Tap - We had to cancel plans due to restrictions imposed due to the pandemic. 

Delran Night Out -  Canceled due to the pandemic.  

Wildflower Garden Maintenance - We added seed again in the spring but unfortunately the 
compost contained weed seeds which took off and essentially blocked the view of the flowers.  
We planned to remove the vines but they were just too invasive so Public Works mowed the site 
for us.  Our long term goal is to create a “No Mow Zone” behind the wildflower garden.   

Toy and Costume Swap -  In 2019, we held a very successful costume swap.  We met at Jake’s 
Place September 23 to discuss how we could host this event outside within the parameters 
established for outdoor gatherings.  We held the event on October 10 at Jakes Place and only put 
out costumes that had been collected in 2019 and stored.  Approximately 45 people stopped by.  
We collected costumes at the Delran Municipal Building from November 2-20.  These will be 
stored for next year.   

Little Library - A tree at Conrow Park crushed our little library.  Robert Wagner rebuilt,  painted  
and reinstalled the library.  We received charter #115337 from the Little Free Library 
organization and our library is now on the map.  There are several other little libraries located in 
other Delran parks installed by the Boy Scouts.  These seem to get a lot of use.    

Here’s what we are planning to accomplish in 2021 

• Encourage Mayor and Council to review the Sustainable Jersey Actions listed below.  We 
believe that Delran has already taken major steps towards these actions.  We’d be happy to 
discuss next steps.   

Flood Preparedness 
Improve Public Engagement in Municipal Government  



Municipal Communications Strategy 
Energy Efficiency for Municipal Facilities   
Revise our Tree Protection Ordinance 

• Complete the Tree Inventories  
• Work with Burlington County to create a community garden at Laurel Run Park 
• Purchase a projector and screen so that we can show movies in the park 
• Run a Film Series at Burlington County Library with Tri-County Sustainability   
• Hold an Arbor Day event and plant several new shade trees 
• Clean up at selected parks and plant native perennials 
• Re-apply for Tree City USA after revising our tree protection ordinance 
• Expand the Wildflower Garden and work towards a “No Mow Zone” 
• Hold a Tree Seedling Give-Away (if seedlings available from the state) 
• Hold Plastic Toy Recycling Event with Slam Dunk Your Junk 
• Collaborate with Delran Schools on STEM Fair, Community Clean up and Arbor Day. 
• Hold PROJECT: Halloween   
• Hold a Sports Equipment SWAP 
• Calculate the impact of some of our efforts (pounds kept from landfill) 
• Provide Education on the plastic bag ban effective 2022.  
• Hold a composting workshop 
• Hold Sustainability on Tap (provided that Covid restrictions are no longer in place)


