
 

   

TO:    Ken Paris, Mayor and Delran Town Council Members 

FROM:   Delran Green Team  

SUBJECT:   Green Team Annual Report - January 1- December 31, 2019 

Sustainable Jersey is a certification program for municipalities in New Jersey.  The actions are 
designed to assist the community in implementing measures to save money, encourage residents 
to participate in government, and generally make this town a better place to live. Delran 
Township joined in 2013 and we have been approved for certification at the Bronze level three 
times. The most recent recertification was in November 2019.  Delran Township’s certification 
with Sustainable Jersey is good for three years.   

The Green Team has been meeting the second Wednesday of every month since February 2014.  
Meetings start at 7pm at the Delran Township Municipal Building.  Meetings are open to the 
public.  We have also maintained active involvement with Delran Township Schools. We 
continue to maintain a presence on Facebook and a website www.SustainableDelran.org in an 
effect to reach Delran residents. We’ve been very fortunate to have several committed residents 
help out throughout the year. These include Kara Bottino, Kat Malgieri, Karen Nowicki and Rob 
Wachter.  

We implemented a tracking system to keep track of volunteer hours in April.  This is necessary to 
show hours for our Community Forestry Management Plan and other grants.  Our members 
contributed over 500 hours to our community in 2019.  

Current Membership  

 Name       Term Expire 

*Rochelle Samara      12/31/2020 Resigned 
*Vacant       12/31/2021 
*William Curzie      12/31/2019 
Susan Huesken      12/31/2020 
Debra Hammond     12/31/2020 
George Zitzler      12/31/2021 
Albert Carp      12/31/2021 
Candy Cure       12/31/2019 

http://www.SustainableDelran.org


Bob Wagner       12/31/2019 

Here’s what the Green Team accomplished in 2019. 

Sustainable Jersey Certification - The Delran Green Team submitted its application for 
certification in time to be recognized at the Annual Sustainable Jersey Luncheon in Atlantic City 
on November 19. Al Carp, Candy Cure and Deb Hammond attended. We were only awarded 160 
points because several actions required additional revisions we were unable to resolve by the 
deadline. We will continue to work those actions - “Improve Public Engagement in Municipal 
Government”,  “Municipal Communications Strategy” and “Energy Efficiency for Municipal 
Facilities”.   

Met with Riverside Township - Councilman Burrell and members of the Delran Green Team 
met with Riverside Councilman Miller. We discussed opportunities for our communities to 
collaborate. Unfortunately, shortly after the meeting, Mr. Miller resigned. We have not been 
successful assisting Riverside starting a green team.  

Community Forestry Management Plan -   New Jersey Urban and Community Forestry 
program approved the plan submitted by Delran Township’s in May 2018.  We provided our first 
annual report in February 2019.  To maintain accreditation with the State, a community is 
required to implement its plan, ensure that both municipal employees and community volunteers 
attend CORE Training and submit an annual report each February. Our second annual report is 
due February 2020.  We plan to attend a Council Worksession to update the Mayor and Council 
on our accomplishments and goals for 2020.   
★Training - Delran has four CORE trained community representatives - Bryan Mullens and 

Micheal Cramer, municipal employees and Al Carp and Bill Curzie, Green Team volunteers.   
In addition, Al Carp, Bill Curzie and Deb Hammond, Green Team members have completed 
13.5 CEU’s.   
★Tree Inventories - We have completed inventories for Conrow Park, Peter Vermes Soccer 

Field, Don Deutsch Field and Princeton Park. We plan to complete the other parks in 2020. We 



will use the existing inventories to identify where we need to plant trees.  We hope to have a 
plan ready to go should grant funding be able in early 2020.  
★Education and Outreach -  The Delran Green Team provided over 50 hours of outreach to 

students, scout groups, residents and senior citizens about trees, spotted lantern fly and the 
emerald ash borer.   

- Third Grade Tree Program- Al Carp obtained tree seedlings for every third grader 
attending Delran Intermediate School. On April 15, Kara Bottino, Al Carp and Deb 
Hammond participated in an assembly on the importance of trees and how to plant. Each 
student went home with a seedlings to plant. We will be doing this again in 2020.   

- Seedling Giveaway - The Delran Green Team received 650 seedlings to give out to about 
60 residents (up from 250 in 2018) from the New Jersey Tree Recovery Campaign to give 
away on April 6 at Conrow Park. In addition to the seedlings Green Team members Kata 
Bottino, Al Carp, Bill Curzie, Rochelle Samara and George Zitzler provided residents 
instructions on how to plant their new tree seedlings. The leftover seedlings were planted 
by the Boy Scouts in Delran Parks and Playgrounds.  

★Arbor Day - On April 27, the Green Team along with Councilman Burrell celebrated Arbor 
Day by planting three 21/2 inch caliper trees at Conrow Park and reading a proclamation signed 
by the Mayor. We hope that in a few years they will replace the trees that had to be removed. 

★Tree City USA -  We submitted an application on behalf of Delran Township in o Tree City 
USA. Delran exceeded the required $2 per capita requirement.  However, in May we were 
notified that our application was rejected because our existing tree protection ordinance does 
not assign responsibility to any person or office. We intend on discussing this with the Mayor 
and Council in February, prior to submitting our 2019 annual report.  
★Tree Plantings - The Delran Green Team purchased three trees that were planted at Conrow 

Park on Arbor Day.  Al Carp with the assistance of Boy Scouts from Troop 25, planted 
seedlings at Vermes Soccer Field, Don Deutsch Soccer Field, and Tenby Chase Swim Club 
area on May 11 and November 16.  Flags were installed to mark locations for Public Works.  
We assisted the New Jersey Tree Foundation to plant 20 new trees at Jakes Place on October 3.  



Community Wide Clean up - On May 15, a joint clean-up with Millbridge and Delran High 
School Students was held. Al Carp picked up and delivered the supplies and arranging for Delran 
Police to hold traffic so the children can cross Conrow Road safely. Approximately 300 students 
participated and collected XXX bags of trash and recyclables. 
  
STEM Fair - Delran School District hosts an annual event intended to showcase Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Math.  This event is open to all residents.  This year’s fair was held on 
May 20.  Our table focused on the development of tree inventories.  We encouraged the students 
to identify trees using live materials and photos, a tree for measuring diameter at breast height, 
and photographs to assess the condition of the tree. 

Sustainability On Tap - We partnered with Throwbacks Bar and Grill to host a speaker series on 
a variety of sustainability topics.  Jerry DeSanto started the series off on recycling, followed by 
George Serduk, a local beekeeper, Julia Mooney, Moorestown Teacher how shared experience 
with sustainable clothing, Elsie Gould talked about small container gardening, and finally Mike 
Haberland, Rutgers Extension Service talked about harvesting rain water on your property. 

Delran Night Out -  Our table display focused on bugs.  We had materials for kids to make  and 
take dragonflies using maple seeds, branches, glue and paint.  Al Carp created a display about  
two invasive species - the spotted lanternfly and the emerald ash borer and educated residents 
about how to identify insects and trees.  Green Team members - Al Carp, Deb Hammond, Kara 
Bottino, Kat Malgaria and Rob Wachter manned the tables for the night. 

Wildflower Garden Maintenance - We continue to develop the wildflower garden located at 
the Chester Avenue Jughandle.  Public Works dropped off compost on March 24 and we spread 
the compost and seed the site.  Unfortunately, it was a very wet spring and much of the seeds 
failed to germinate.  We got an additional load of compost in December which was spread.   



Hopefully the additional compost will reduce the ponding and seeds spread in the spring will 
germinate.  

Toy and Costume Swap -  In August, we discussed holding a 
“ReUse” Project.  We decided to hold the event in October and 
include toys and costumes. Samantha Booth creating a logo and 
flyer for the event which was scheduled for October 18.  As this was 
a first time event, we were unsure how to run it but it turned out, 
many wanted to donate toys but not take them home.  Costumes 
were a huge success.  Unused Toys that were donated to Toys for 
Tots, good condition baby toys to a church, and other stuff to the 
Delran Middle School Green Team for the yard sale.  Any thing left 
after that was picked up by Green Drop. We decided to do the 
Costume Swap next year and schedule the same day as the school’s 
Fall Festival at the Delran Middle School.  We installed a collection 
bin at the municipal building right after Halloween and collected 6 
large boxes of costumes for next time.  We will also bring in full 
length mirrors to help kids decide.  

Installed a Bulletin Board at the Municipal Building - 
After almost five years, we finally have a bulletin board 
at the municipal building where we can display our 
awards and post information for Delran Residents. We 
hope our eye-catching display will attract residents to 
check it out.  

Related meetings:  
• Tri-County Sustainability Alliance – Deb Hammond, Candy Cure 
• Sustainable South Jersey Meetups - Al Carp, Candy Cure, Deb Hammond, Rob Wachter 
• Sustainable Jersey Annual Luncheon -  Al Carp, Candy Cure and Deb Hammond 
• Annual New Jersey Shade Tree Federation Conference - Bill Curzie and Al Carp 
• Burlington County Gardeners - Sue Huesken 
• Delran School District Green Team Meetings - Deb Hammond, Al Carp, Candy Cure, 

George Zitzler 
• New Jersey Woodlands Stewards - Bill Curzie and Al Carp 



Here’s what we are planning to accomplish in 2020 

• Collaborate with the Riverside Township Green Team 
• Encourage Mayor and Council to review the Sustainable Jersey Actions listed below.  We 

believe that Delran has already taken major steps to complete these actions.  We’d be happy 
to discuss next steps on these action.   

Flood Preparedness 
Improve Public Engagement in Municipal Government  
Municipal Communications Strategy 
Energy Efficiency for Municipal Facilities   

• Complete the Tree Inventories  
• Plan a Delran Beautification Event 
• Work with TriCounty Sustainability Alliance to run a Film Series 
• Investigate Allied Experts and determine if a Q&A would benefit residents 
• Hold an Arbor Day event and plant several new shade trees 
• Apply again for Tree City USA after revising our tree protection ordinance 
• Expand the Wildflower Garden 
• Seedling Give-Away 
• Hold Plastic Toy Recycling Event with Slam Dunk Your Junk 
• Collaborate with Delran Schools on STEM Fair, Community Clean up and Arbor Day. 
• Hold a Halloween Costume SWAP 
• Arrange tours of the water treatment plant and sewer plant 
• Provide education and outreach on trees and other topics 


