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II.     Introduction 
Delran’s Green Team has been recognized as an important part of preserving the shade tree 
resource and environmental character of the community. Even though Delran does not have a 
Shade Tree Commission or Tree Board, the Green Team (GT) has succeeded in making the 
Township a Sustainable New Jersey Certified Community. Now, the GT is going to make the 
bold initiative of developing a Community Forestry Management Plan. The Green Team is going 
to be very proactive in creating a Community Forestry Management Plan by addressing all the 
management categories under the Community Stewardship Incentive Program (CSIP). Besides 
the primary categories, the Green Team will develop two additional management areas under the 
“other” category. One will deal with the foreign insect invader Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) and the 
other will be Bacterial Leaf Scorch Disease (BLS) and its effect on the red oak tree series. 

A.  Mission Statement 

The purpose of this Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP) is to establish an 
operational framework to begin a viable and sustainable urban forest; thereby protecting the 
quality of life for Delran Township residents, maintaining the economic and environmental 
health of our community and preserving the intrinsic local character that is synonymous of 
Delran. 

B.  Goals and Objectives 

Goal 1 – Implement new tree identification, identifying hazardous trees and other training 
programs for new and veteran Green Team members and Public Works Employees.  

Objectives: 

a. Delran Township will engage the services of Paul May, a local New Jersey Licensed Tree 
Expert #214 (LTE) to train selected Green Team members and Public Works employees on 
how to identify tree varieties. 

b. Ensure that at a minimum, one Township employee and one GT member are CORE-trained 
and earn at a minimum 8 Continuing Educational Units (CEUs) on an annual basis.  

c. Apply for a Community Forestry Assistance Plan (CSIP) grant to hire a LTE for tree 
identification training and the development of a tree inventory.  

Goal 2 – Revise and update the current local shade tree ordinance, as needed. 

Objectives: 

a.  Currently Delran Township Chapter 328 addresses cutting and removal, permit requirements 
and prohibits curbside planting.   Improvements to this ordinance will be recommended in 
the future.  

b. Continue to work with the Township Code Enforcement Official to issue permits, warnings 
and fines so that possible violations of the shade tree ordinance can be handled more 
efficiently and effectively. 
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c. Educate the local police about the shade tree ordinance so they have a better awareness of 
shade tree activities in the Township. 

d. Evaluate existing ordinance and if revisions are necessary, apply for a CSIP grant to upgrade 
the current shade tree ordinance. 

Goal 3 - Implement a continuous public educational tree awareness program in the 
township. 

Objectives: 

a. Speak about the importance of the suburban community forest at local public meetings. 

b. Maintain active communications with local newspapers and social media outlets. 

c. Improve the Green Team’s forestry information on Delran Township’s Internet website. 

d. Continue the work needed to remain a Sustainable New Jersey Certified Community. 

e. Improve communication, education and tree awareness with the Burlington County Highway 
Department (Shade Tree Division), Public Service Electric and Gas Company and any other 
power line clearance companies. 

f. Educate school green teams and local boy scout/girl scout troops in the importance of trees 
by holding tree identification hikes.  

g. Educate residents on new, appropriate and updated tree varieties available in the tree nursery 
industry to select the “right tree for the right place” in our suburban community. 

Goal 4 – Establish an Annual Arbor Day Program   

Objectives: 

a. Purchase trees for planting on Arbor Day 

b. Educate residents about the importance of trees. 

c. Encourage residents to actively participate in the preservation of trees both on private and 
public lands. 

d. Continue to support interaction with teachers and students. 

e. Get students more involved with tree planting activities that take place in the township. 

Goal 5 – Conduct a park and municipal property tree inventory  

Objectives: 

a. Hire a local New Jersey Licensed Tree Expert to help identify trees and create a tree 
inventory by conducting a walk through of all township’s parks, playgrounds and athletic 
fields.  90% of Delran Townships’ street trees are located on private property of the residents 
and industry.  
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b. At least one member of Delran’s Green Team will sign up for the Inventory and I-Tree 
Training Program that is offered at the NJ State Shade Tree Federation Annual Conference in 
Cherry Hill, NJ in the fall of 2018. 

c. Upon completion of the survey, share the information with Rutgers Forestry and other 
members of the scientific community to help with the development of a stronger State and 
Regional Forestry Management Plan.  

d. Assist school green teams to complete tree inventories for their school grounds.   

Goal 6 – Identify, monitor and remove all hazardous trees in our parks and playgrounds 

Objectives: 

a. Delran Township will hire a local NJ Licensed Tree Expert to train selected Green Team 
members and Public Works employees to learn how to identify hazardous trees. 

b. Identify any tree that poses a hazard to residents and their property on township-controlled 
parcels using PW employees and GT members. 

c. PW will remove priority storm damaged trees, within budget constraints. 

d. Continuously update and maintain hazardous tree survey information. 

e. Apply for a Community Forestry Assistance Plan (CSIP) grant to hire a LTE for tree 
hazardous tree identification. 

Goal 7 –  Perform storm damage assessment by implementing the township’s PW’s tree 
care disaster plan. 

Objective: 

Implement a written agreement between Township’s PW Department and the GT regarding 
response to tree care disasters such as snow and ice storms, wind storms, tornadoes, and 
hurricanes. 

Goal 8 – Implement a tree maintenance program within the Township’s public parks. 

Objectives: 

a. After completing the tree inventory, determine which trees should be trimmed, removed and 
replaced.  Recommended maintenance will be performed by the Public Works employees 
within budget constraints using existing equipment or a bucket truck through shared services 
agreement with Delanco Township.   

b. Develop tree planting and maintenance plan for each park, playground and athletic field.   
Select replacement trees that would complement the area in which a tree has been removed. 
Examples are: a shade tree in a park, a windbreak to keep snow off township streets and 
roads, certain trees along water ways to help control soil erosion. 
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c. Apply for a Community Forestry Assistance Plan (CSIP) grant to enhance tree maintenance 
programs and purchase and plant appropriate replacement trees.  

Goal 9 – Develop insect and disease management strategies for the township’s tree 
resources. 

Objectives: 

a. Continue to educate residents and PW employees of the current list of trees and their 
locations that have a history of insect and disease-related maintenance problems. 

b. Delran’s Green Team will inspect disease and insect problems when reported by the Public 
Works Department or residents. 

c. Plant insect and disease-resistant tree species as needed. 

d. Eliminate monocultures and expand the diversity of tree species within the township. 

e. Do not plant certain tree species when specific long-term insect and disease problems have 
been determined to exist in the local geographical area. An example would be Ash trees in an 
area with the Emerald Ash Borer. 

Goal 10 – Develop a Wildfire Protection Plan  

Objective:   

Currently, the present forest canopy and the alignment of park trees would not warrant wildfire 
protection from this plan. In the future, should the need arise, a forest fire and brush fire 
awareness and protection program will be developed in conjunction with the Delran Fire 
Department. 

Goal 11 – Implement a tree replanting program to replace older, diseased and/or hazardous 
trees. 

Objectives: 

a. Implement a diverse tree replanting program to lessen the risk of serious outbreaks of insects 
or disease and enhance wildlife opportunities. 

b. Develop tree planting and maintenance plans for each park, playground and athletic field.  
Select trees and tree species that are recognized by the American Association of Nurserymen, 
landscape architects, landscape contractors and others in the nursery trade familiar with the 
best plants and species for ecological conditions.  

c. Work side by side with Delran Public Works Department in our quest to plant more trees 
where needed in the township.  

d. Purchase only trees with valid inspection certificates from the New Jersey Department of 
Agriculture which verify the health of the plants and absence of injurious insects and disease. 
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e. Utilize the Rutgers Cook College Extension Service and New Jersey Share Tree Federation 
guidelines and recommendation for proper planting installation and pit sizes. 

f. Employ the practices outlined in Planting and Care of Urban trees in Selection of Trees for 
the Right Location published by the Department of Environmental Protection, Division of 
Parks and Forestry. 

g. When appropriate, integrate more native tree plantings into the urban landscape. 

h. Seek out low maintenance tree species and resident-friendly varieties like the new seedless 
sweet gums for park tree plantings. 

i. Apply for a Community Forestry Assistance Plan (CSIP) grant purchase and plant 
appropriate replacement trees.  

Goal 12 – Encourage recycling of all tree removals and trimmings. 

Objectives: 

a. All spent tree limbs removed during maintenance work by the Township’s PW employees 
shall be chipped.  

b. Continue curbside pick-up of branches removed by residents.   

c. Continue curbside leaf collection. 

d. Pick up Christmas trees during the month of January.   

e. All materials will be chipped and mulched.   Residents can to pick up mulch free of charge or 
have mulch delivered for a fee.   

f. Enhance the Green Team website with additional information on recycling tree parts.   

Goal 13 – Develop a Sidewalk Maintenance Program 

Objective: 

Delran Township does not have a sidewalk maintenance program.  Property owners are required 
to maintain the sidewalk along the front and sides of their properties. Existing ordinance 
prohibits the planting of trees between the curb and sidewalk to minimize impacts.   

Goal 14 – Develop Storm Water Management Program 

Objectives: 

a. Continue the Township’s leaf removal program by the PW Department. 

b. Educate homeowners to place leaves in areas as not to impede water flow along curbs. 

c. Continue the Township’s branch removal program by the PW Department. 

d. Continue to clear storm drains of debris in the township throughout the year. 
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e. Conduct street sweeping throughout the year. 

f. Educate residents that what goes into the storm drains eventually ends up in our rivers and 
may eventually end up in the ocean. 

g. Protect and plant trees along streams, rivers, and other water bodies to control erosion. 

h. Encourage builders to plant trees in dry detention basins as compensation for canopy loss 
during construction. 

i. Construct a rain garden at Community Park.  

Goal 15 – Other - Develop a plan for saving Ash trees against the invasion of the Emerald 
Ash Borer. 

Objectives: 

a. Educate PW employees and residents about the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).  

b. Offer assistance in determining if the tree is actually an Ash tree. Provide a list of names of 
companies that can offer help if the EAB has invaded homeowners trees. 

c. Identify high value Ash trees on Township property that might be worth preventative 
chemical treatment. 

d. Collect facts on trees that have been treated to study most effective treatment. 

e. Apply for a Community Forestry Assistance Plan (CSIP) grant to remove or treat ash trees on 
township property.   

Goal 15 - Other – Develop a bacterial leaf scorch (BLS) management plan. 

Objectives: 

a. Educate residents about BLS and visually inspect their trees in August and/or September, 
emphasizing that all red oaks, pin oaks, and scarlet oaks are highly susceptible to the disease 
in this area of New Jersey.  

b. Determine which trees must be removed and update the tree maintenance list.   

c. Cooperate with the New Jersey State Forestry Officials, Rutgers University, and private 
industry forestry officials with any new BLS experimental projects that see solutions to this 
problem because there is yet no known cure. 

C.  Liability Statement 

Although park trees are an asset to the community, it is inevitable that they mature and require 
care, maintenance, and eventually replacement. Care and maintenance, in addition to planting 
“the right tree in the right place, the right way” will help to ensure that community trees not only 
contribute to the environmental and economic vitality of our community but also reduce the 
potential hazards to public safety. Our community must work within reasonable budget that they 
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may be able to meet each and every need of our community forest immediately. Therefore, it is 
our intent with this plan to focus the available resources to the greatest need and prioritize work 
towards a healthy forest while simultaneously reducing risks to public safety. 

History has proven that, by taking the logical steps like those outlined in this plan, we can garner 
public support for plan implementation and demonstrate the long-term benefits to the 
environment and public safety. 

We also want to become increasingly more pro-active in the management and care of our trees. 
Through inventory and hazard assessment, we will position our Green Team to take corrective 
action prior to structural tree failure and other hazardous tree-related conditions. It is 
acknowledged that not all tree failures can be pre-empted. It’s much like trying to predict which 
tooth might break next. However, good maintenance and diligent care can reduce the probability 
of hazardous occurrences. 

Moreover, by working more closely with the Town Council, Planning and Zoning Commissions 
and Public Works, the Green Team will encourage prospective developers and redevelopers to 
implement plans that will maximize healthy shade tree plans and minimize storm water runoff. 
With this Forestry Management Plan, Delran Township can devote reasonable levels of resources 
in a strategic manner to reduce the number of tree-related accidents and thereby reduce the town-
ship’s exposure to liabilities and increasing public safety risks. 

3.  Community Overview  
A. Municipality’s Achievements 

Our Delran Green Team has been recognized as one of the leading Sustainable New Jersey 
teams. We have also achieved the Bronze status. Most recently, we have received a collaboration 
award by working with the Delran Township School District for work in helping to construct a 
rain garden at Millbridge Elementary school. The Delran Green Team helped the schools with 
their STEM fair. Our Green Team has manned a booth at our local “Delran Day” and educated 
the public on proper techniques on how to construct a rain barrel, proper ways to mulch, and how 
to build a composter. They have held numerous workshops in which we have invited many local 
expert speakers to talk about sustainable topics such as solar power, bee keeping, backyard 
chicken habitats, proper mulching, and pollinators. We have planted trees and constructed a wild-
flower garden.  

The Delran Green Team has set up tables at local events and distributed information about the 
Emerald Ash Borer and its effects on the area’s ash trees. The information also highlighted what 
to look for and then what to when it’s been determined that the EAB has infested the tree. Addi-
tionally, they have spoken to area groups about EAB, including the town council. We have sent 
individuals to become CORE trained and members have attended different meetings and semi-
nars to earn additional Continuing Education Units (CEUs) concerning Sustainable New Jersey. 

Now it’s time to get our town involved in our tree plan. Global warming is here. We need as 
many trees as we can get. Too many have been harvested. Now is the time to plant. The local 
consciousness is now firmly in place with respect to urban forestry. Our schools have established 
green teams that will help ensure the future of our program. 
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B. Problems and Issues Foreseen  

1. First, we will have a problem with ash trees becoming infected with the EAB. Unless 
treated, all the ash trees will succumb to the pest and have to be removed. Is the tree 
worth saving?  

2. Secondly, the ongoing battle with bacterial leaf scorch disease, which is killing red, pin, 
and scarlet oak trees. These trees will also have to be removed to prevent risks to the pub-
lic. 

3. Thirdly, small communities like Delran, don’t allocate sufficient funds to preventive 
maintenance.  As a result, things happen most likely at an inopportune time increasing the 
cost.    

C. Benefits of the Plan  

Trees retain water. Water that’s not going into a storm drain will soak into the soil and what’s not 
being used by the tree will percolate into the soil to replenish ground water. Trees control soil 
erosion. Trees provide shade which lowers air conditioning bills. Trees can become wind breaks, 
lowering heating costs and keeping snow off our streets. Tree leaves become nature’s fertilizer, 
providing beneficial nutrients to the soil and stimulates biological activity, creating a microbial 
environment which thwarts pests. They provide a place for wildflowers to thrive by providing 
nest sites for birds and animals. Trees provide health benefits. People are happier in a treed 
environment. They transform a gray landscape into something green and more beautiful. 
Possibly the greatest asset of trees is providing oxygen. 

The Community Forestry Plan will provide a framework to identify and prioritize locations that 
need trees planted.  It will ensure that the right tree is planted in the right place in the right way.  
The plan will also identify and prioritize hazardous trees for maintenance and removal.  Once the 
plan is in place, the town is eligible for grants to implement various actions listed our plans.   

Most importantly, the plan provides the basis for a local government to reduce or eliminate liabil-
ity associated with the local tree care program.   

D.   Municipal Resources 

Currently, the Department of Public Works picks up branches, brush, leaves and trees routinely, 
conducts periodic maintenance on the Township’s trees as time allows and responds to storm 
related tree damage.  The Township has a shared services agreement with Delanco Township to 
utilize a bucket truck.  As parks have been developed trees have been planted but little resources 
have been available to replace trees that did not survive. We will work closely with the Delran 
Township Public Works Department in choosing places where tree plantings are needed most in 
the upcoming years and work with the mayor and council to allocate additional funds to support 
a tree planting program.  We will enlist help from the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation, the NJ 
Tree Foundation, and the NJ Forestry Service relying on their expertise in tree planting.  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4.  Community Forestry Program Administration  

Delran’s Community Forestry Program will be implemented by elected offices (pink), volunteers 
(green) and paid staff (blue).  The mayor and council members are elected officials. The mayor 
and council appoint members to the volunteer boards - Delran Green Team, the Planning Board 
and the Zoning Board.  The Delran Green Team was established in 2014 to assist Delran 
Township with actions related to sustainability and community education and outreach.  The 
Green Team is responsible primarily for education and outreach as it related to the Community 
Forestry Plan.  Delran Township’s Department of Public Works reports to the Adminstrator who 
reports to the Mayor, is responsible for maintaining our existing tree resources.  Residents’ 
concerns about trees located on Township property received by the Mayor, Township Council 
members or the Township Adminstrator are addressed by the Department of Public Works.  
Public Works employees are called in to handle emergency situations when fallen trees impact 
township streets.  In certain situations, the Township can bring in private tree services to remove 
and/or trim branches that require a bucket truck.   

 

 

 

 

Delran Township Council Members - Gary Cantrambone, Tyler Burrell, Patty Kolodi, Dan 
O’Connell, and Mike Schwartz 

Delran Green Team - Technical Program Coordinator - Al Carp, Administrative Coordinator Deb 
Hammond, Bill Curzie, Chairman, Lisa Fichana, Sue Hueskin,  MaryEllen Pierce, Rochelle, 
Samara,  Robert Wagner, and George Zitzler 

Delran Planning Board and Zoning Board - appointments by Mayor and Council 

Department of Public Works - Jerry DeSanto,  Superintendent 
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5.  Community Map 

We will focus our efforts on the developed and partially developed lands shown on the map with 
numbers.   

6.  Training Plan 

Currently, one Delran Township Public Works employee Brian Mullen has attended CORE 
Training.  Al Carp and Bill Curzie, members of the Delran Green Team (volunteers) have 
received CORE training as required under the New Jersey Shade Tree and Community Forestry 
Assistance Act, P.L. 1996, Chapter 135.  Additionally, Brian, Bill and Al attended the New Jersey 
Shade Tree Federation’s Annual Conference in October 2017.  Al and Bill also attended New 
Jersey Woodland Stewards.  Al attend the New Jersey Tree Foundation seminar - Right Tree, 

Right Place, Right Way and CSIP and Ash Borer webinars.  Green Team members will attend 
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Inventory and I-Tree training in 2018.  Delran Township and the members of the Green Team are 
committed to continuing education to better implement the requirements of this plan.   

7.  Public Education Awareness and Outreach 

The Green Team will reach out to the residents of our township by presenting materials to local 
groups - Senior Citizens, Church groups and our business association at their meetings.  The 
Green Team will write news stories about the impacts of the Emerald Ash Borer and the next 
steps as well as providing information on the benefits of trees.  This information will be shared 
on the Green Team’s website, the township’s webpage and social media.  The Green Team will 
encourage our school administration and teachers to talk to their students about the importance of 
trees and work together on cooperative tree related projects. The Green Team will set up 
educational booths at various community events including “Delran Day”, the school STEM fair 
and our county’s agriculture center. The Green Team will hold an Arbor Day celebrations and 
invite the residents to partake in the festivities.   

8.  Budget   
Delran Township has developed its first five year plan with the assistance from Forestry 
Consultant Barry Emens and a Green Communities Grant from the New Jersey Forest Service. 
Council has also provided the Delran Green Team with a budget to support their efforts.  This 
funding will be used to send volunteers to training programs, materials for outreach efforts and to 
hire a Licensed Tree Expert (LTE) to develop tree inventories for our parks and playgrounds.  
Delran Township’s Department of Public Works maintains trees located in the Township’s parks 
and playgrounds.  In a typical year, they spend about $80,000.  For this budget, the estimates 
were increased to cover the additional costs expected as a result of  significant damage caused by 
storms in March 2018.   

The Budget for 2018 is summarized below:  

Education and Outreach $1,400

Continuing Education $1,000

Tree Inventory - Parks and Playgrounds (LTE) $1,000

Tree Trimming (maintenance) $75,000

Tree Removal (storm damage) $25,000

Trees for Arbor Day Planting at Delran Schools $750

TOTAL $104,150
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9.  Statement of Plan Implementation 
Delran Township has never had a Shade Tree Board or Commission.  The Environmental 
Commission was eliminated several years ago.  In 2014, the Mayor and Council established a 
Green Team to meet the certification requirements set up by Sustainable Jersey.  Tree and 
Woodlands management is a major action in that program.  The Green Team is poised to take on 
the challenge of implementing a Community Forestry Plan with assistance from the Township’s 
Department of Public Works.  We will do our best to engage residents, students and community 
groups while Public Works provides the physical labor.   

Year 1 - 2018 - In our first year of the plan we will begin preparing our a tree inventory and learn 
tree identification with the assistance of a LTE.  The Green Team will provide educational 
outreach to local clubs, businesses, schools, and other organizations who welcome us to speak 
about trees and related tree items.  With the assistance of a LTE, we will evaluate the condition 
of identified ash trees and develop a plan for treatment or removal. The Green Team will 
distribute information to address tree removal and replacement.  Public Works will continue to 
address storm damage.  Apply for Tree City USA status.   

Year 2 - 2019  - Complete our tree inventories.  The Green Team and the Department of Public 
Works will identify municipal locations that require new trees to be planted.  The Delran Green 
Team will organize an Arbor Day planting and education event in conjunction with Public 
Works.  Provide educational outreach to local clubs, businesses, schools, and other organizations 
who welcome us to speak about trees and related tree items as well as targeted information for 
residents with ash trees.   

Year 3 - 2020  - Using the completed inventories, develop a plan to enhance the existing trees 
and remove branches and/or trees that are not healthy and pose a risk to residents.  Apply for 
grant funding to treat or remove ash trees and purchase trees to be planted on municipal property.  
Celebrate Arbor Day with a tree planting ceremony.  Provide educational outreach to local clubs, 
businesses, schools, and other organizations who welcome us to speak about trees and related 
tree items.  

Year 4- 2021 - Continue to implement the plan to remove branches and/or trees that are not 
healthy and pose a risk to residents.  Aquire additional equipment to enhance leaf, branch and 
brush curbside pickup.  Continue to plant trees as part of an annual Arbor Day event.  Continue 
to provide educational outreach to local clubs, businesses, schools, and other organizations who 
welcome us to speak about trees and related tree items.  

Year 5 - 2022 - Continue to implement a tree maintenance program, removing dead branches and 
trees as necessary.  Provide annual pruning and trimming to enhance existing trees in our 
Township parks.  Continue to plant trees in priority locations.  Continue to provide educational 
outreach to local clubs, businesses, schools, and other organizations who welcome us to speak 
about trees and related tree items.  Evaluate our  tree program and prepare another 5 year plan.  
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10.  Community Stewardship Incentive Program (CSIP)      
CSIP #1:  Training 

• Maintain Core Training status 
• Participate in CEU training 
• Attend elective trainings including webinars to ensure that volunteers can provide accurate and 

sound information through community outreach.  

CSIP #2: Community Forestry Ordinance Establishment 
•  Evaluate existing ordinance and if necessary, propose revisions to enhance tree protection and 

replacement after the completion of the inventory. 

CSIP #3:  Publie Education and Awareness  
• Create or obtain educational materials to provide at outreach events 
• Update tree related resources available on the Green Team website and the Township website 

and share through social media 
• Speak to community groups 

CSIP #4:  Arbor Day 
• Establish an annual Arbor Day celebration with a community tree planting 

CSIP #5:  Tree Inventory  
• Prepare tree inventories for Delran Township Parks, Playgrounds and Athletic Fields  

CSIP #6:  Hazard Tree Inventory  
• Develop an inventory of dead trees and trees with dead branches  

CSIP #7: Storm Damage Assessment 
• Develop a post-storm agreement with the Department of Public Works to evaluate damage 

within the Township’s Parks, Playgrounds and athletic fields.  Public Works focuses removing 
trees and branches impacting power lines and streets.   

CSIP# 8:  Tree Maintenance and Removal 
• Using the inventory, prioritize maintenance actions  
• Remove dead trees and branches to minimize public risk 
• Ensure that existing trees are property trimmed and mulched.   

CSIP #9:  Insect and Disease Management 
• Attend trainings offered to keep current on new threats to our trees  

CSIP #10:  Wildfire Protection 
• Delran is a densely developed residential community with a few small patches of forest.  

Delran Township Fire Department provides education and outreach to residents on fire safety.  

CSIP #11:  Tree Planting 
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• Establish a budget item for the purchase of trees to be planted annually  
• Make sure the right trees are purchased and planted in the right places in the right way.  
• Plant seedlings in open fields not used for recreational purposes 

CSIP #12:  Tree Recycling 
• Pick up leaves, branches and brush curbside throughout Delran 
• Collect live Christmas trees after the holidays 
• Create mulch which residents can pickup for free or have delivered for a fee 

CSIP #13:   Sidewalk Maintenance Program 
• Sidewalks are maintained by residents 
• Enforce sidewalk ordinance  

CSIP #14:  Stormwater Management  
• Pick up leaves, branches and brush to keep stormwater inlets clear 
• Construct a Rain Garden to minimize stormwater runoff 

CSIP #15:  Other 
• Evaluate, treat or or remove ash trees located on Township property.   
• Evaluate, treat and/or remove oak trees impacted by Bacterial Leaf Scorch.   

Conclusion  
The Delran Green Team has proven that they are a group of dedicated volunteers committed to 
enhancing their urban forest. Not being a Shade Tree Commission or Tree Board, the Delran 
Green Team has taken a strong leadership role in developing the first Forestry Management Plan 
for their community. They are committed to preserving the vital tree element that is part of 
Delran’s character. We also want to apply Tree City USA recognition.  The Green Teams’ Plan is 
addressing all the Community Stewardship Incentive Program (CSIP) practices including two 
additional ones under other (Emerald Ash Borer and Bacterial Leaf Scorch). The granting of the 
first Forestry Management Plan will assist Delran Township in having a successful program of 
shade tree preservation and maintenance and help to protect its distinctive element of the 
communities landscape. 

L 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Appendix A - Tree Protection Ordinance 

Chapter 328. Trees 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Township Council of the Township of Delran as Ch. XVIII of the 
1993 Revised General Ordinances. Amendments noted where applicable.] 
GENERAL REFERENCES 
Trees in parks — See Ch. 231. 

§ 328-1. Findings. 

The Township Council of the Township of Delran finds that the indiscriminate, uncontrolled and 
excessive destruction, removal and cutting of trees within the Township has or will destroy a 
valuable ecological resource that is virtually irreplaceable and that must be protected and pre-
served; that such indiscriminate destruction or removal not only affects the aesthetic qualities of 
life within the Township, but also produces a marked impact upon the atmosphere, soil erosion 
and fertility of the soil, the deterioration of which conditions will adversely affect the health, 
safety and general welfare of the inhabitants of the Township, both now and in the future. 

§ 328-2. Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
SLASH 
Loose tops, branches and foliage of trees which have become detached from the tree as a result 
of logging, high wind, etc. 
TREE 
A perennial woody living plant having one or more self-supporting trunks, such trunk having a 
diameter greater than three inches measured at a point three feet from ground level. 

§ 328-3. Cutting or removal regulated. 

No person shall cut or remove any tree upon any lands within the Township, unless such cutting 
or removal is done in accordance with the requirements of this chapter or is exempt under this 
chapter. 

§ 328-4. Exemptions. 

The following situations regarding the cutting and removal of trees are exempt from the provi-
sions of this chapter: 
A.  The cutting or removal of trees by the owner of the property or a member of his or her family 
for use as firewood, for their own use and not for resale. 

B. The cutting or removal of any dead or diseased tree that is likely to endanger the public, the 
property in question or the adjacent property. 

C. Any tree growing on property actually being used as a nursery, garden center, Christmas tree 
plantation or orchard. 
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D. Any tree growing on a public right-of-way as shown on an approved final subdivision map. 

E. Any tree cut or removed for landscaping purposes on an already improved lot, or which is 
necessary for the construction of a building for which a building permit has been issued. 

F. Cutting or removal provided for under § 328-9. 

§ 328-5. Permit requirements. 
A. Required. No person, corporation or other business entity shall destroy, cut or remove any tree 
unless he or she shall have first obtained a permit for such cutting from the Township if such cut-
ting or removal is not otherwise exempt from regulation under this chapter under the terms of the 
exemptions set forth in § 328-4, or if the timber or wood resulting from the cutting and removal 
is to be sold or used for commercial purposes. 

B. Application requirements. Applicants for tree removal permits shall supply a forest manage-
ment plan, which includes a detailed cutting plan prepared under the supervision of a state 
forester or other graduate forester active in the field of forest or land management. These plans 
shall include the following information: 

(1) Name, address and telephone number of applicant. 

(2) Type of ownership of land in question. 

(3) Proof of ownership of land in question. 

(4) Authorization of owner for application if the owner is not the applicant. 

(5) Proof of payment of current taxes on premises. 

(6) Block and lot numbers of premises, as shown on tax map. 

(7) Block and lot numbers of adjacent property, listing names and addresses of owners of record. 

(8) Certification by applicant that owners of adjacent properties have received notice of the ap-
plication for tree removal permit no more than 30 days prior to submission of same. 

(9) Name and credentials of forester preparing cutting plan. 

(10) Statement of applicant indicating disposal techniques with respect to slash, waste and litter. 

(11) Property description, including land use, acreage of open, crop and woodland, general soil 
types and erodibility, range of percent of slope, timber quality and age, forest type, species, age, 
height, volume and reproduction. 

(12) Description of timber to be harvested. 
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(13) Description of regeneration plans. 

(14) Description of intermediate management practices to be applied. 

(15) A description of the accessway proposed to be used for harvesting and a description of the 
areas to be used for processing, moving or loading of the timber. 

(16) A letter of comment or no comment from the New Jersey Bureau of Forest Management on 
the forestry management plan. 

(17) A financial surety, guaranteeing performance in accordance with this chapter. Such surety 
shall be in the amount of 10% of the anticipated commercial sale of the timber harvested or 
$300, whichever is greater. 

§ 328-6. Forestry standards. 

The cutting and removal of trees shall be done in accordance with the following standards: 
A. All activity shall be carried out in a manner so as to avoid damage to slopes, stream banks and 
beds, prevent erosion and prevent degradation of water quality. 

B. Only those trees which have been selected for harvesting shall be cut. All trees shall be cut to 
the base. All practical steps shall be taken to minimize damage to trees not designated for cutting. 

C. At the conclusion of any harvesting operation, the following shall be done: 
(1) All areas disturbed for access, processing, moving or loading of trees shall be regraded to ap-
proximate natural slopes. 

(2) If required by the Township, all accessways shall be closed and devices installed, such as 
poles, pilings or berms, that will preclude use of the accessway. 

(3) Bare ground areas shall be stabilized with vegetation where necessary. 

(4) All debris shall be removed. 

(5) All nonvegetative refuse shall be collected and removed. 

(6) All hanging trees shall be removed. 

D. Harvesting and reforestation activities shall ensure the regeneration of the harvested forest. 

§ 328-7. Fees. 

A. Determination of fee. 
(1) The number of acres encompassed by the application shall be determined by the total lot size, 
and the total acreage of the lot involved shall determine the fee. 
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(2) The application shall be accompanied by the fee as set forth in § 150-8. 

B. Exceptions. 

(1) No fee will be required for a permit in the following instances: 
(a) The cutting or removal of slash or fallen, dead trees. 

(b) If the application discloses that no more than a total of 10 trees per lot are to be cut or re-
moved. 

(2) However, the exemption from the fee requirement shall not exempt the applicant from filing 
the application, obtaining the permit and posting the surety. 

§ 328-8. Chain saws. 

No chain saws are to be used in the cutting and removal of trees, whether under a permit granted 
pursuant to this chapter or whether such activity is exempt from the permit requirements of this 
chapter, prior to 7:00 a.m. local time, Monday through Saturday, or 12:00 noon on Sundays, nor 
shall they be used after sunset. 

§ 328-9. Removal of trees and branches obstructing passageways and thoroughfares. 

A. The trees along the pavements or pathways of the streets in the Township whose branches ex-
tend over the pavement or pathways of such public streets shall be so trimmed as to remove all 
unnecessary obstructions to the passage of persons along such pavement or pathways, or vehicles 
along such streets, and if the Township Council shall deem the removal of any branches, or the 
entire tree or trees, advisable by reason of danger to the public, whether or not such tree or trees 
abut the pavement or pathways or are situated within and on the property of any person or per-
sons, the owner of the property on which such tree or trees stand, or the owner of the property in 
front of which such tree or trees stand, shall remove and trim the branches thereof to remove the 
entire tree, as may be ordered by the Township Council, upon 10 days' written notice from the 
Township Clerk, mailed to such owner or owners. 

B. If the branches of any tree or the entire tree or trees are not removed within 10 days after the 
service of such notice, the Township Council shall cause the same to be removed or destroyed, as 
may be deemed advisable, in accordance with the provisions of § 1-6 of this Code, and also be 
collected on a personal obligation of the property owner. 

§ 328-10. No curbside planting. 

[Amended by Ord. No. 2002-8] 
No person or entity shall plant or replant a tree within the land situate between a curb and side-
walk. In the event that there is an installed curb but no sidewalk, no tree shall be planted or re-
planted within 10 feet of the curbline.
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