
 

   

TO:    Ken Paris, Mayor and Delran Town Council Members 

FROM:   Delran Green Team  

SUBJECT:   Green Team Annual Report - January 1- December 31, 2018  

Sustainable Jersey is a certification program for municipalities in New Jersey.  The actions are 
designed to assist the community in implementing measures to save money, encourage residents 
to participate in government, and generally make this town a better place to live. Delran 
Township joined in 2013 and received Bronze Certification in December 2015.  We submitted 
and were approved for recertification in October, 2017. Delran Township’s certification with 
Sustainable Jersey is good for three years.  We decided to focus our attention on actions/activities 
that interest us personally, although may not apply to our status with Sustainable Jersey.  

At the 2017 Sustainable Jersey Annual Luncheon, Delran Township Green Team renewed its 
status as a Bronze level community.  In addition, Delran received the  2017 Collaboration Award 
for our efforts to work with our School District.  On March 6, representatives from the Municipal 
Green Team and the Delran Township School District attended the Council meeting and received 
a proclamation acknowledging our accomplishment from the Mayor and Council. 

The Green Team has been meeting the second Wednesday of every month since February 2014.  
Meetings start at 7pm at the Delran Township Municipal Building.  Meetings are open to the 
public.  We continue to expand our efforts to reach Delran residents.  We continue to maintain a 
presence on Facebook and a website www.SustainableDelran.org.  

We implemented a tracking system to keep track of volunteer hours in April.  This is necessary to 
show hours for our Community Forestry Management Plan and other grants.  Our members 
contributed over 250 hours to our community in 2018.   

Current Membership  

 Name       Term Expires 
 Lisa Fichana          12/31/2018  Resigned 
 Al Carp     12/31/2018  
 George Zitzler     12/31/2018 

http://www.SustainableDelran.org


 Bill Curzie     12/31/2019  
 Robert Wagner    12/31/2019 
 Mary Ellen Pierce    12/31/2019 Resigned 
 Sue Huesken     12/31/2020 
 Debra Hammond    12/31/2020  
 Rochelle Samara    12/31/2020 

Here’s what the Green Team accomplished in 2018. 

Community Forestry Management Plan - In 2016, Delran Township received a Green 
Communities grant of $3,000 to prepare a Community Forestry Management Plan.  These funds 
were used to engage the services of Barry Emens, a community forester.  Al Carp presented our 
proposed plan to the Mayor and Council on March 27, 2018.  With Council’s approval, the plan 
was submitted to the New Jersey Forestry Program and received approval May 21, 2018.  The 
plan focuses on trees located in our parks and playgrounds. This year, Al Carp, Bill Curzie and 
Deb Hammond began creating tree inventories with the assistance of Paul May, a local forester 
and education and outreach.  The inventories will identify trees in need of maintenance and/or 
removal which will assist our Department of Public Works in prioritizing efforts.  Al Carp 
provided education and outreach on the Spotted Lantern Fly to Delran Senior Citizen Club as 
well as provided information on trees at other events including the Delran School STEM Fair, 
the Seedling Giveaway and the Delran School Arbor Day program.  Our first annual report is due 
to the NJ Forestry program by February 15, 2019. 

STEM Ecosystem Tour - On March 16, Deb Hammond, representing the Municipal Green 
Team and Tyler Burrell, representing Delran Township Council participating in Delran School 
District’s first STEM Ecosystem Tour.  Participants met at Calvary Church and boarded school 
buses for the trip which stopped at Millbridge School to see the kids using giant tinker toy-toy-
type blocks to construct things, Delran High School to see the solar grid and roof top green 
house, Rowan College at Burlington County to see student projects using 3D printing, and 
computerized operations at Radwell Engineering.   

Seedling Giveaway - The Delran Green Team received 250 seedlings (50 each of Kousa 
Dogwoods, Bald Cypress, Red Maples and Pitch-Loblolly Pines) from the New Jersey Tree 
Recovery Campaign to give away on April 21 at Conrow Park. Over 50 residents were in line 
before 1pm giveaway time. We were quite surprised with the turnout. In addition to the seedlings 
Al Carp, Robert Wagner and Deb Hammond gave residents instructions on how to plant their 
new tree seedlings.  After participating in a webinar with UrbanForestryToday.org,  we realized 
we should have asked for email addresses so we could follow up to see how many of the 
seedlings survived. We will be apply for more trees to give away in 2019.  At that event, we will 
request email addresses so we can contact the residents to check on their trees. 
  

http://UrbanForestryToday.org


Arbor Day -  The Green Team wanted to hold an Arbor Day event but was unsure where best to 
plant trees and wanted to wait until the inventories required for our Community Forestry 
Management Plan were completed.  The Delran Township School District requested our 
assistance to celebrate Arbor Day.  The Municipal Green Team took the lead on Arbor Day 2018. 
Al Carp worked with Flaggs Garden Center to purchase trees with funds provided to the Delran 
Township Schools from Schneider Electric. Based upon the funds available, we negotiated the 
purchase of six flowering dogwood trees to be planted at the four schools. At Millbridge 
Elementary School, three trees were planted one for each class. The Green Team leaders at each 
of the schools selected the location for the planting. The School’s facility management contacted 
811 to get the ok to dig. Al Carp dug the holes for the trees and marked the areas off with cones 
provided by the Department of Public Works. The planting day was scheduled for Arbor Day 
April 27, 2018. However, we rescheduled due to the weather forecast.  

On Monday April 30,   Al Carp, Sue Heuskin, and George Zitzler arrived at Delran Intermediate 
School to plant with the Green Team at 8:00am. They prepped the balled and burlap tree for 
planting. The students joined them and learned about Arbor Day and the importance of trees. The 
students helped plant and properly mulch their tree. Later at 12 noon that day, Al Carp, George 
Zitzler, Sue Heuskin, and Deb Hammond met at Millbridge Elementary School to lead the 
planting of tree trees. Each class planted their own tree. We explained the importance of trees and 
Arbor Day. The next day, Deb Hammond assisted the Middle School Green Team in planting 
their tree after school. Rochelle Samara assisted the High School Green Team to plant their tree. 
Unfortunately, the tree planted at Delran Middle School did not survive the summer.  The Green 
Team worked with Riverton’s Shade Tree Commission in December 2018 to select three large 
shade trees to plant on Arbor Day 2019. 



!               !  

Community Wide Clean up -  In 2017, the Delran Green Team ran a clean up in an area rec-
ommended by Jerry DeSantos.  We had hoped to have the Green Team leaders promote our clean 
up so that we might get more residents involved.  When we met with the school green team lead-
ers in January, they wanted to have students participate on a date that was supposed to be spring 
break.  The Delran Green Team worked with the Department of Public Works to get  gloves, bags 
and grabbers for the clean up. Each of the schools focused on a Delran Township park located 
within walking distance to the school.  Al Carp delivered the supply to each of the school green 
teams.  On April 6th, a day which would have been a part of Spring Break for Delran students, 
over  300  children  and  Green  Team  leaders  from  Delran  collaborated  to  clean  their  school 
grounds and local parks.  Bob Wagner, Sue Heuskin, and George Zitzler set up a table set up to 
provide equipment to residents but Tyler Burrell and Dan O’Connell showed up to help.  At the 
start of each of the four cleanups, education about safety, including plants and ticks occurred. 
Then, in teams of three, the children went out to clean their town! In total, the teams collected 83 
bags of trash and 16 bags of recycling.



Little Library - April 24, the Green Team requested approval to install a Little Library at 
Conrow Park.  Robert Wagner built the library.  Deb Hammond painted the Little Library.   We 
had planned to have a formal dedication on May 19 but Al Carp and Robert Wagner installed the 
library on May 15 due to the weather forecast.  We’ve been monitoring the library and we started 
with almost 200 books, most have been replaced with other books.  These photos which were 
shared on Facebook show that we accomplished our goal.  It’s been so successful, we will start 
planning another installation at Community Park.  

Composting and Rain Barrel Workshop - This workshop was scheduled for May 19 but due to 
the weather was cancelled.  We didn’t have many sign up in advance so it was not rescheduled.  
Attendees could build their own rain barrel or buy an already built rain barrel. This is an event 
we will plan to hold again in 2019.    

STEM Fair - Delran Schools held their STEM fair on April 23, 2018.  Lisa Fischana recruited a 
Honey Farmer and displayed her TESLA Electric Car.  George Zitzler created a display on sugar 
and nutrition.  George Zitzler, Al Carp and Deb Hammond created a display on neighborhood 
trees.  Sue Heuskin handed out books to be returned to our Little Library.  The Green Team also 
handed out books that were to be returned to our Little Library.  Our Delran Eggsplorers were 
also present looking to recruit new chicken families.   

Delran Night Out - The RAC decided rebrand Delran Day with a new event “Delran Night 
Out”.  The Green Team was asked to provide a station where attendees could refill their water 



bottles as the water fountains were not working yet.  Deb Hammond and Robert Wagner set up a 
station and talked to residents about the Green Team.  In 2019, we’d like to provide a bottle refill 
station again, but we’d incorporate bottle vs. tap water tasting and educational material on the 
benefits of using a refillable bottle rather than single use plastics.   

Wildflower Garden Maintenance - On May 9, Sue Heuskin, Deb Hammond, Al Carp, Robert 
Wagner and George Zitzler met at the Wildflower Garden located at the Chester Avenue jug 
handle to plant seed.  Unfortunately, Public Works mowed the field down in early May.  We 
marked off the area to prevent future mowing.  In the fall, we meet again on September 19, to cut 
back and remove weeds that had overtaken the site.  Public Works mowed the field shortly 
thereafter.  We plan to expand the garden again in 2019 and will be requesting that Public works 
deliver compost to the expanded site.  Our ultimate goal would be to create a space where 
minimal mowing (along the highway) is needed. 

Sustainable Jersey Summit - On June 21, Deb Hammond and Al Carp attended the annual 
Sustainable Jersey Summit to learn what other communities are doing to promote sustainability.  
Deb was requested to speak in a session about collaboration on our work with Delran Township 
schools.   

Community Yard Sale - The Green Team recommended that the RAC schedule the Community 
Wide Yard sale on a Saturday when the Public Works garage is open to the public.  This would 
allow residents to recycle TVs/Computers, as other recyclables.  We contacted Habitat for 
Humanity about a community pick up of unsold yard sale items, but they would only pick up 
during the week which would mean that residents would have to hold onto their unsold goods 
until Monday.  We didn’t think storing stuff or looking at a drop off at Public Works was feasible.  
Unfortunately, the RAC selected a date when Public Works was not opened and we were not 
successful arranging a pick up, so we settled by provided residents with information on what to 
do with their yard sale leftovers.   



Delran High School Clean up - On November 19, Delran High School’s Green Team organized 
a clean up on the school grounds.  Al Carp coordinated with Jerry DeSantos to obtain bags, 
gloves and grabbers.  Deb Hammond, Sue Heuskin, Robert Wagner, Al Carp and Candy Cure 
came out to support Delran High’s Green Team.  

Related meetings:  
• Tri-County Sustainability Alliance – Deb Hammond,  Sue Huesken, George Zitzler, Al 

Carp, Candy Cure 
• Sustainable Jersey Summit - Deb Hammond and Al Carp 
• Annual New Jersey Shade Tree Federation Conference - Bill Curzie and Al Carp 
• Burlington County Gardeners - Sue Huesken 
• Delran School District Green Team Meetings - Deb Hammond, Al Carp, Candy Cure, 

George Zitzler 
• New Jersey Woodlands Stewards - Bill Curzie and Al Carp 
• New Jersey Tree Foundation - Right Tree, Right Place, Right Way - Al Carp 

Here’s what we are planning to accomplish in 2019 

• Collaborate with the Riverside Township Green Team 
• Encourage Mayor and Council to review the Sustainable Jersey Actions listed below.  We 

believe that Delran has already taken major steps to complete these actions.  We’d be happy 
to discuss next steps on these action.   

Flood Preparedness 
Public Information and Community Engagement  
Energy Efficiency for Municipal Facilities   

• Complete the Tree Inventories  
• Hold an Arbor Day event and plant several new shade trees 
• Install a Green Team display in the Township Municipal Building 
• Register for Tree City USA  
• Expand the Wildflower Garden 
• Tree Seedling Give-Away 
• Collaborate with Delran Schools on STEM Fair, Community Clean up and Arbor Day. 
• Initiate an after school film and healthy eating program at Delran High School  
• Sponsor a Recycle Art contest/fair at Millbridge School 
• Implement the Community Forestry Management Plan  
• Provide Education on a variety of sustainability related topics as part of Sustainability on Tap 
• Arrange tours of the water treatment plant and sewer plant 
• Provide education and outreach on trees 
• Investigate Community Solar 


