
 

   

TO:    Ken Paris, Mayor and Delran Town Council Members 

FROM:   Delran Green Team  

SUBJECT:   Green Team Annual Report - January 1- December 31, 2017  

Sustainable Jersey is a certification program for municipalities in New Jersey.  The actions are 
designed to assist the community in implementing measures to save money, encourage residents 
to participate in government, and generally make this town a better place to live. Delran 
Township joined in 2013 and received Bronze Certification in December 2015.  We submitted 
and were approved for recertification in October, 2017.  Al Carp and George Zitzler attended the 
Sustainable Jersey Annual Luncheon to receive our award on November 14.   

We were also recognized for our ongoing efforts to collaborate with Delran Township Schools by 
receiving the Statewide School and Municipal Green Team Collaboration Award.     This 
award recognizes a school district that has undertaken substantial projects in partnership with 
their local Sustainable Jersey Green Team.  Together we constructed a rain garden at Millbridge 
School, held an Earth Day fair and STEM fair and supported other initiatives implemented by the 
individual schools.   

The Green Team has been meeting the second Wednesday of every month since February 2014.  
Meetings start at 7pm at the Delran Township Municipal Building.  Meetings are open to the 
public.  We continue to expand our efforts to reach Delran residents.  We continue to maintain a 
presence on Facebook and a website www.SustainableDelran.org.  In 2017, our website had over 
1,200 views.  Over 219 Delran residents now receive our electronic newsletter generated using 
“Mail Chimp”.   

The Green Team continues to its efforts on education and outreach.  This year we ran Sunday’s in 
the Park at Conrow Park.  On selected Sunday afternoons we offered a variety of programs for 
families.   Our topics included:   

Rain Barrel Workshop - May 21 
Composting Workshop - June 25 
Plant Guilds - July 16  
Monarch Butterflies - August 20 

http://www.SustainableDelran.org


January 8 - We helped put together a Drinking Water Program for the TriCounty Sustainability 
Alliance.   We invited guest speakers from New Jersey American Water and the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection to explain where our drinking water comes from, how 
it’s treated, and what you need to know if you have a private well.  This was a well-attended 
regional event held at Camden County College.   

May 8 - We participated in the Delran Township School’s STEM at the Delran Middle School.    
We also invited the newly established Delran Eggsplorers to educate residents about the 
opportunity and commitment to raise backyard hens.  The Green Team educated the public on the 
impacts of idling and had a TESLA car on display.  We also assisted the Middle School Green 
Team with their table on trees.  We had obtained native tree seedlings to give away and they were 
all given out at the STEM fair.  

June 13 - Al Carp attended the Delran Senior Citizen Club to educate residents about the 
Emerald Ash Borer and let them know that we’ve added a lot of resources to assist them if they 
have a tree and offered to check if they were concerned.   

July 29 - We had a table at the Burlington County Farmer’s Market to educate residents about 
the invasive Emerald Ash Borer.  Materials about identifying ash trees and the emerald ash borer 
as well as resources to address the problem should they have an ash tree.   

September 24- The Green Team had a display at Delran Day focused on backyard habitats.  We 
had a pond with tadpoles and fish which was a big hit.  We also showcased a bat box to attract 
bats which eat mosquitos.  We also had a selection of native plants and “how to” information on 
composting. For the kids, big and small, a Monarch Butterfly Cut-out for photos.  We handed out 
our wildflower seed packets.   
  
In our 2016 Annual Report we identified actions we planned to work on.  We accomplished most 
of these actions.  There were a few that we were unable to complete in 2018.  This actions are    
listed in italic with an ✘ were not completed and the reasons are provided.   

✔Recruit new members to the Delran Green Team -  We have a full complement of 
participating members.  We often have residents join our meeting to see how they can get 
involved.   

 Name       Term Expires 
 Sue Huesken     12/31/2017  
 Debra Hammond    12/31/2017  
 Rochelle Samara    12/31/2017 
  Lisa Fichana          12/31/2018 
 Al Carp     12/31/2018 
 George Zitzler     12/31/2018 



  Bill Curzie     12/31/2019  
 Robert Wagner    12/31/2019 
 Mary Ellen Pierce    12/31/2019 

✔ Expand the wildflower garden and complete an inventory of flowers in 2017 - We planted 
a wildflower garden at the Chester Avenue jug handle in 2016.  In May, the Green Team 
expanded the wildflower garden.  This year, we did the rototilling in advance.  We spread seeds 
and planted some plants in the garden.  We expected to inventory the plants and collect seeds in 
October and store over the winter for planting in the spring.  Unfortunately, through a 
miscommunication,  Public Works mowed the site the day before our planned clean-up.  We 
returned on October 16 to plant the native plugs we had purchased.  Jerry DiSantos offered to 
expand the site in the spring of 2018 and obtain some additional seed.  This will be an ongoing 
action.  

✔ Create a backyard chicken pilot program  - The Green Team was approached at several 
events on whether residents could have chickens.  We believed that sourcing your own food and 
recycling is a great way to be more sustainable.  We collected email addresses at various events 
and scheduled a meeting to begin a discussion on how to amend the ordinance to allow the 
keeping of a few backyard chickens. A kick-off meeting was held on January 18, 2017.  A group 
of volunteers meet again on January 23 to agree upon the conditions for a Delran Pilot Program.  
We were lucky to have Councilwoman Kolodi on our group to bring our recommendations to the 
full Council for consideration.  A first reading of the revised ordinance authorizing a Pilot 
Program was on April 4, 2017.  This passed with 4 - 1.  The second reading and public hearing 
were held on May 2, 2017.  Members hoping to have chickens attended the meeting and council 
voted 3-1 to approve the pilot program.  We provided the Mayor and Council with a list of 
recommended residents for the Chicken Advisory Board who were appointed at the June 13 
public meeting.  The Delran Eggsplorers had its first event at the Delran STEM fair on May 8.  A 
total of 7 families are now participating but we expect more in the spring of 2018. 

✘ Delran Schools for an Arbor Day event - We did not have the time or money to purchase 
trees. Jerry DiSantos has identified many locations in our parks which need additional trees 
planted.  We’ve included additional monies specifically for this purpose in our 2018 budget 
request.  He has agreed to assist with the planting in 2018.  This action is being carried over to 
2018.   

✔ Host a Composting Workshop - On June 25, 2017 the Delran Green Team hosted a 
Backyard Composting Workshop.   Residents were encouraged to attend and bring their kids.  
While Al Carp, Green Team member talked about the benefits of composting and how to get 
started, Lisa Fichana, Green team member helped the kids make edible compost.  Al had 
constructed compost bins from screening material obtained from the water company.  These were 
available for purchase for $8 and all available bins went home with a Delran resident anxious to 
start composting.   Members of Delran Eggsplorers attended and are composting chicken waste 
along with vegetable scraps, grass and leaves.  Information with ideas to construct your own 
compost bin and instructions on what to compost including grass clippings and how to tend and 



use the compost were posted on our website.  This was very successful so we are planning to 
include in 2018.  

✔ Educate residents on how to better recycle their wastes - In January 2017, Delran 
Township switched over to automatic trash pick up and resident were provided a single bin.  
Many raised concerns about grass clippings since the Township does not offer grass clipping pick 
up.  If residents bag their grass clippings it must be placed in their trash bin.  Delran Township 
encourages residents to install and use a mulching blade to avoid the need to collect clippings 
and save the township money on trash disposal.  Delran Green Team held a Composting 
Workshop on on June 25 as part of our Sunday's in the Park series.   Green Team member Al 
Carp explained that if you are going to collect grass clippings that composting is an even better 
option.  Turning grass clippings into compost allows the nutrients to be returned to the soil and 
also keeps the grass out of the landfill and reduce the cost to the township/taxpayers.    

✔ Have a table at the Burlington County Farmers Market and Delran Day - On July 29, 
Bill Curzie and Al Carp manned a table at the Farmers Market to educate residents on the 
Emerald Ash Borer. According to the Department of Agriculture, 98% of New Jersey’s ash trees 
are expected to die due to the emerald ash borer, an invasive species.  They handed out 
bookmarks which helped residents identify ash trees as well as information on the Emerald Ash 
Borer.  We had a table at Delran Day in 2017 which focused on backyard habitats for bird, bees, 
bats, butterflies and other things.   

✗ Promote outdoor water conservation with lawn signs - We didn’t deploy our yard signs 
purchased with our Sustainable Jersey Grant in 2015 because there was plenty of rain.  We have 
the signs and plan to deploy in the future as needed.  This action is planning for 2018 if needed.   

✔ Educate residents on the problems with Ash Trees - The Emerald Ash Borer is an invasive 
species killing Ash Trees.  The Green Team is working to locate these trees on both municipal 
property and residential properties.   We have created a google map showing the location of ash 
trees in Delran.  Al Carp attended the Council work session on April 25 to provide information to 
Council.  We have information on identification, tree experts certified to treat and remove 
infected/dead trees. Al Carp assisted the Delran Middle School Green Team to share information 
about the Emerald Ash Borer at the Delran Township School STEM fair on May 8.  On June 13, 
Al Carp educated Delran Seniors on the Emerald Ash Borer problem.  On June 21, the Township 
posted an alert for residents with a link to resources on our website.  We also had a table at the 
Burlington County Farmer’s Market on July 29 and shared the information with Burlington 
County residents.     

✔ Post our community asset map completed by Eagle Scout Liam Taylor - Liam, a local Boy 
Scout attended a few Green Team meetings and wanted to take on the creation of a map which 
would benefit new residents and visitors to locate points of interest in Delran as his Eagle Scout 
Project.  He reviewed options and selected to use Google Maps to present the information.  The 
final map was presented to the Green Team in the fall of 2016. We were unable to schedule time 
for the Eagle Scout to present his project to Council.   This type of information would be helpful 
in a Welcome to Delran Packet.  The map is posted on our website.   



✔ Host a community clean up day - Rochelle Samara worked with Jerry DiSantos to identify a 
location in need of a clean-up and to obtain the necessary supplies.  She invited our Watershed 
Ambassador to assist in promoting the clean-up and recruiting volunteers.  The clean-up was 
held April 21 at 1pm.  We collected 30 bags of trash and 4 bags of recyclables.  This action is 
planned again and hopefully bigger in 2018.   

✗ Look into creating a “Delran Curb Alert” Facebook page to encourage “freecycling”  - We 
have not implemented a “freecycling” page on Facebook.  We would like to discuss coordinating 
with the RAC on the Town-wide Yard Sale so that it could be expanded to include “Curb Alert” 
the day before for larger items such as furniture and bring in Good Will at the end of the day to 
pick up any items not sold.  We’ve carried this action into 2018.   

✗ Explore establishing a Garden Share - Many residents are not able to have a garden at their 
home. Currently Delran residents can participate in a community garden at Pennington Park, 
Delanco or the Agriculture Center in Moorestown, however, both locations have waiting lists.  
We need a flat piece of land with access to water.  We applied for a small grant to begin work on 
a community garden share.  We submitted a grant to provide funding for a watering system and 
fencing.  Lisa Fichana contacted her church to discuss the possibility of creating a community 
garden on their property.  In the end, we did not receive the grant funding and the church decided 
not to allow a community garden.  We’d still like to start a community garden and plan to 
explore additional locations in 2018.  We are open to any suggestions for locations from Council. 

✗ Prepare Tree Inventories for parks with potential liabilities - We are still working to complete 
our Community Forestry Plan.  However, we have created a map indicating the location of Ash 
Trees in Delran which is available on our website.  We also encouraged the school green teams to 
complete an inventory of their school grounds.  We plan to complete inventories of municipal 
parks with the goal to identify diseased and at risk trees in 2018.   

✔ Explore installation of an Electric Vehicle Charging Station  -Joe Chasca, member of the 
Delran Business Association provided information to Simon and Schuster and Chick-Fil-a.  He 
reported that Sal at Chick-Fil-a had contacted his corporate office and they were not interested.  
Simon and Schuster never got back.  We participated in the Delran Township School’s STEM 
fair on May 8.  The Green Team educated the public on the impacts of idling and invited Dan 
Fichana to show off his TESLA. Council invited Dan to explain Electric Vehicles and charging 
stations on July 25.  It’s possible that grant funding will be available to install a charging station 
should the Township decide to purchase electric vehicles for municipal services.   

✗ Work with designated township officials and residents to complete Flooding Preparedness 
action (carried over from 2016) - Riverside Park is subject to repeat flooding.  Sea level rise and 
climate change will only exacerbate the problem.  The Sustainable Jersey action requires the 
involvement of municipal employees, police/fire/EMS, paid staff and the public to evaluate a 
series of recommendations to ensure that Delran is prepared for the next event.  Many of the 
recommendations have already implemented but the action requires a review of the flood 
projects maps.  We’ve identified this action for the Township in 2018.   



✔ Update Brownfields Inventory - We prepared a Brownfields Inventory as part of our 2015 
certification which identified two brownfields.  These are industrial sites that are vacant or 
underutilized and suspected or known to be contaminated. We updated the inventory to remove 
the Lukoil stations at Route 130 which is now AutoZone and to provide an update on Abrasive 
Alloy.  Delran Township owns this property which contains abandoned buildings.  The engineer 
is conducting the investigation with grant funding from NJDEP.   

✔ Update Delran’s expired actions with Sustainable Jersey and renew our status as Bronze 
in 2017 (carried over from 2016) -  We updated our application with Sustainable Jersey and 
were successful in recertifying at the Bronze level.  We were recognized for our accomplishment 
at the annual luncheon on November 14.  

✔ Continue to collaborate with TriCounty Sustainability Alliance and provide 
programming to residents about water quality.  Specifically work to bring in a Drinking 
Water program in 2017.  The TriCounty Sustainability Alliance held a public presentation on 
drinking water at Camden County College on January 8.  The focus was to educate residents on 
where their drinking water comes from and the threats, the treatment provided by New Jersey 
American Water before it gets to your house and what you need to know if you have a private 
well in South Jersey.   

Team members attended other meetings:  
Tri-County Sustainability Alliance – Deb Hammond,  Sue Huesken, George Zitzler 
Sustainable Jersey for Schools Annual Luncheon - Al Carp 
Sustainable Jersey Luncheon - Al Carp and George Zitzler 
Annual New Jersey Shade Tree Federation Conference - Bill Curzie and Al Carp 
Burlington County Gardeners - Sue Huesken 
Delran School District Green Team Meetings - Deb Hammond 
Burlington County Recycling Center Tour - Sue Huesken, Rochelle Samara and Al Carp 
New Jersey Woodlands Stewards - Bill Curzie and Al Carp 
Emerald Ash Borer Webinar - Al Carp 
New Jersey Tree Foundation - Right Tree, Right Place, Right Way - Al Carp 

Delran Township’s certification with Sustainable Jersey is good for three years.  We will be 
focusing our attention on actions/activities that interest us personally, although may not apply to 
our status with Sustainable Jersey.  

• Hold a Compost Workshop 
• Hold a Rain Barrel Workshop 
• Construct and install a Little Library at Conrow Park   
• Hold a Kids in the Creek program 
• Celebrate Arbor Day and plant trees at locations selected by Public Works 
• Hold a Community-wide Parks Cleanup 
• Expand our Wildflower Garden 
• Participate in Delran Schools STEM fair 



• Assist in planning Delran Day  
• Expand Community Wide Yard Sale with “freecycling” and pickup by Good Will 
• Have a Food Day tabling event after the RAC Diabetes seminar 
• Inventory trees located in Delran Parks 
• Complete I-Tree Assessment of Municipal Trees in Parks 
• Collaborate with the RAC on programming for Delran residents 
• Sponsor CPR training 
• Create a Beginner Running Group 
• Recruit volunteers to assist in implementing our programs 
• Explore locations suitable for a community garden 
• Promote Outdoor Water Conservation with our yard signs 

We encourage Mayor and Council to review the Sustainable Jersey Actions listed below.  We 
believe that Delran has already taken major steps to complete these actions.  We’d be happy to 
discuss next steps on these action.   

• Flood Preparedness Action 
• Public Information and Community Engagement Actions  
• Energy Efficiency for Municipal Facilities  

  


