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Wooden-Pallet
Compost Bin

A holding unit can be built
inexpensiveiy using wooden pallets"
Pine painted with a nontoxic
preservative or latex paint or recycled
composite lumber may be used to
mlku r nicer looking bin. The costs
vary, depending on whether new
Iumber or pallets are used. Used
pallets are often avaiiable from
manufacturers and landfills.

Building a Holding Unit
Using Wooden Pallets

1. Nail, wire or screw four pallets
together to make a four-sided bin
at least 3 feet x 3 feet x 3 feet.
The bin is then ready to use.

2. A fifth pallet can be used as a
base to allow more air to get into
the pile and to increase the
stability of the bin. While allowing
more air through the bin, this can
cause the organic material in the
bin to dry;check bin during dry
periods and add moisture if
needed. Having organic material
in direct contact with the soil
provides easy access for decom-
posers such as earthworms and
sow bugs into the bin.

Building a Holding Unit
Using Lumber

1. Saw the 8-foot lengths of 2 x 4
lumber into four pieces, each
4feet long, to be used as
corner posts"

2. Choose a 3-foot-square site for
your compost bin. Use the sledge
hammer to pound the four posts
into the ground 3 feet apart, at
the corners ofthe square.

Wooden-Pallet Compost Bin
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3. Saw each ofthe five 12-foot boards into four B_foot
pieces..Allowing five boards to a side, and starting
at lhe bottom, nail the boards to the posts to
make a four-sided container. Leave 2 inches
between the boards to allow air into the pile.

4. If you wish to decrease your composting time,
build a second holding unit so that tire wastes in
one can mature while you add wasles to the other.

Wire-Mesh Compost Bin ,

A wire-mesh holding unit is inexpensive and easy
to build out of either galvanized wire^ or hardware
cloth. (Nongalvanized wire can also be used, but will
not last very long.) posts provide more stability for
a wire bin but make the bin difficult to move. A wire_
mesh bin made without posts is easy to lift and
provides access to the compost thatis already,,done"
at the bottom of the pile while the compost ai the top
of the pile is still decbmposing.

Building a Wre-Mesh Holding"Unit
Using Wire

Wire-Mesh Compost Bin

1. Fold back 3 to 4 inches of wire at each end of the
cut piece to provide a strong, clean edge that will
not poke or snag and that will be eary to lat"h.

2. Stand the wire in a circle and set it in place for
the compost pile.

3" Cut the heavy wire into lengths for ties. Attach
the ends of the wire togethei wittr the wire ties,
using pliers.

4. Space wood or metal posts around the inside of
the wire circle. Holding the posts tightly against
the wire, pound them frrmly into th-e grorrria to
provide support.

Adding Wastes
Waste can be added as it becomes available"

Chopping and shredding wastes speeds up the
process. If you have two units, when the first one is
full, let compost mature and add waste to the
second unit.

Maintaining the Compost
T\rrn_ing or mixing will speed the composting

process. Maintain moisture during dry spells.
Compost should be ready in one ylar."
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Backyard Composting:
Cinder Block Multiple Bin

A cinder block multiple bin looks like three cinder
block holding units in a row. lt is sturdy, ond if you
con find used cinder blocks, it is relatively inexpensive
to build.

WhatYou Need
. about 98 cinder blocks
. work gloves

Building a Cinder
Block Turning Unit

l. Place 12 cinder blocks in a row along the ground at
your composting site, leaving about I inch between
each block to let in air.

2. Place four cinder blocks in another row along the
ground perpendicular to and at one end of the first
row, forming a square corner; leave about I inch
between each block.

3, ln the same way, place four cinder blocks at the
opposite end of the first row to form a three-sided
enclosure.

4. Place two more rows - four cinder blocks each -
along the ground, parallel to the ends and evenly
spaced within the enclosure. This divides the
enclosure into three separate bins.

5. . Add a second layer of blocks, staggering them to
increase stability and leaving about I inch between
each block. There should be a layer of 13 cinder
blocks across the back and three blocks on the sides
of each bin.

5. Add a third layer of blocks, again staggering them
to increase stability, with l2 blocks across the back
of the enclosure and three on each side.

7. The last and top layer should have 13 blocks across
the back and two on each side (see illustration).
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AddingWastes
Do not add waste as it becomes available with this
system. Collect enough waste to fill one of the three
bins at one time. You can collect woody as well as
non-wood waste. Add thin layers of different kinds
of organic materials or mix the wastes together.

Before adding new waste to an empty bin, collect
enough to fill the entire bin.

Maintaining Compost
Take the temperature of your pile every day. After a
few days, the temperature should reach between
130' and 140"F (54" to 60'C). lf your pile gets very
hot, turn it before the temperature gets above I 55'F
(68"C). ln a few days, when the temperature starts
going down, turn your compost pile into the next
bin with a pitchfork. The temperature of your
compost pile will increase again and then, in about
four to seven days, start to drop. Turn your compost
pile into the third bin. Continue to take the tem-
perature and turn the compost pile until the com-
post is ready. The compost should be stable within
two to three months.


